Family Presence and Participation: Pediatrics Leading the Way ... And Still Evolving.
Patient- and family-centered care began in pediatrics more than two decades ago, and pediatric care has continued to lead the way in acknowledging and supporting family presence and participation in patient care and decision-making. However, many adult hospitals still have "visiting" policies that restrict the potential for true partnerships with families and other care partners. A national campaign, Better Together: Partnering with Families, developed by the Institute for Patient- and Families-Centered Care (IPFCC), urges all hospitals--pediatric and adult--to welcome families 24/7. Despite the leadership of pediatrics in family-centered care, even in children's hospitals, policy and practice must continue to evolve to strengthen partnerships with families, as described in a profile of C.S. Mott Children's Hospital and the University of Michigan Health System.